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June 2024 Issue 57

Hello Readers,

Welcome to the June 2024 edition of The Laura Standard. It's been a
busy couple of months, with Football and Netball seasons now in full swing
and Sowing Season ramping up despite one of the driest starts to a year in
living memory. Cold mornings have been followed by days of “beautiful
living weather”, but let’s hope for some rain in the not too distant future.

The Laura Fair was held on the second weekend of April this year, due to
a clash with the AFL’s Gather Round. Fantastic weather again drew a
massive crowd (15000 on Saturday and 7000 on Sunday) who were
treated to a great variety of stalls and top-notch entertainment over the 2
days. The LCDTA’s Devonshire Tea stall was again a great success as
I’'m sure many other local community groups fundraising efforts would
have been.

The Nature Playground group have also had a busy couple of months,
selling nearly 530 Mother's Day Raffle tickets, raising just over $2100 in
what was another wonderfully supported raffle by local businesses this
year. Seeking an alternate quote and meetings with Council have the
project heading in the right direction and hopefully all the hard work in the
background will start to come to fruition soon. They have had a small,
albeit fantastic, win recently though, as it was members of their group who
sought, and won, an SA Water grant for the drinking fountain that was
recently installed at the North Parklands. The fountain looks great and has
already seen plenty of use, indicating that it was a long overdue addition to
that area of our town.

Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1

The Northern Areas Council “Laura Community Forum” was held at the
Civic Centre on May the 15", This was well supported with around 60
council staff, members and interested locals in attendance. Some great
ideas were thrown around for where we'd like to see council focus their
efforts over the next 5 years as well as a robust discussion about some of
the current issues affecting our town. I’'m sure that everyone there would
have got something out of the evening.

Lastly, the “Aus Condon Memorial” Golf Day will be held again this year at
the Laura Golf Club on the 16" of July. This has been a fantastic
fundraiser for the LCDTA for many years and is always well supported by
players, volunteers and sponsors alike. After many years of volunteering
her time towards this day, this will be the final time that Val Thomson will
oversee organising the teams participating. On behalf of the LCDTA I'd like
to personally thank Val for her efforts, not only towards the Golf Day but
also on many other projects over many years. If you 'd like to enter a team
you can contact Val on 0427 771 558 before July 14™.

On behalf of the LCDTA | hope everyone can stay warm over the next few
months and we can also receive some decent rains.

Thanks
Gerald Higgins
Chairman LCDTA
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Lions Club News

The big news is that the order for the manufacture of the replacement
Lions Club donut van has been placed. Delivery is anticipated in
September. Cost is just over $50,000.

The current donut van was “commissioned” in 1980, a rebuild of a
Highways Department caravan.

This van has served the Club and community well over those 44 years
within our district from Georgetown to Stone Hut (and beyond). The cost of
the new van is being covered by very generous support from within our
community and our Lions Club resources.

Recent donations by Lions to worthy community groups include Foodbank
$500, Royal Flying Doctor Service $500, Gladstone Art Exhibition $250,
Laura Memorial Civic Hall $250 and

Lions International Brazilian Flood Appeal $200.

LCDTA Fundraising Report

Devonshire Tea Stall at the Laura Fair

Thanks to all our scone makers and donors for The Laura Fair. A big
thanks to those who assembled the marque and packed it away and to the
many of you who worked in the stall over the weekend. Once again the
support of community members makes the world of difference. Our total
profit for the weekend was $2366.61

Meals to You

Twenty-three meals were sold this time. Sincere thanks to both our
customers and our kitchen cooks who make this fundraiser possible.
Total income for the May Meals to You will be $855 with costs to be
deducted from this total.

Our next Meals to You will be in August.

Aus Condon Memorial Golf Day

Our next Golf Day is on Thursday 18" July — the second week of the
school holidays. Teams are invited to register and sponsors will be
contacted shortly.

The poster for the day is part of this Standard.
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Rocky River Pharmacy

Hi all Laura Locals,

I'd like to take the opportunity to introduce myself as the new owner of the
Laura Pharmacy. As a local person from Jamestown, | understand the
needs of a small country town, and aim to see all services to the local
Laura community continue as they always have plus more. As a pharmacy
we have lots of new and exciting things to come, a new logo, Facebook
page, some renovations and extending existing services, such as
medication reviews and instore services such as blood pressure checks,
sick certificates and diabetes services. (Please watch this space and be
patient as we find our feet; we assure you it will happen).

Scott will continue as pharmacist in Laura, working on Monday and Friday
afternoons, and | will be there Tuesdays-Thursday afternoons, and then in
Gladstone in the mornings. Please do come in and say hi as I'd love to
meet you all. You will also continue to see
Brooke and Madi’'s friendly faces to
welcome you in store.

For some background information,

| was born and grew up in Jamestown, went
to Adelaide for 7 years for study, following
which | returned to Jamestown to marry my
husband John Downing, whom I'm sure
many of you know in the area for his carting
and earthworks business. We have a 6 year
old son Ross. As a family we are Iookingw
forward to spending more time in Laura and
supporting other local businesses, and eﬁ
sporting clubs and organisations. ‘

things settle. Cannot wait to see where the ~
future leads. | feel it will be an exciting one!

Look forward to meeting you all,
Kind regards, Tash Downing.

healthS#VE Rocky River Pharmacies

pharmacy

HealthSAVE Crystal Brook Gladstone Pharmacy
26 Bowman Street, Crystal Brook SA 5523 24 Glad: Street, Gladst SA 5473 25 Herbert Street, Laura SA 5480
Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm, Mon-Fri 9am-1pm, 2pm-5.30pm Mon-Fri 9am-12.30pm, 1.30pm-5.30pm
Sat 9am-11:30am Pharmacist: 9am-1pm Pharmacist: 1:30pm-5:30pm
Tel: 8636 2063  Fax: B636 2258 Tel: B662 2150  Fax: B662 2419 Tel: B663 2406  Fax: B663 2406
crystalbrook@rrpharm.com.au gladstone@rrpharm.com.au laura@rrpharm.com.au

Laura Pharmacy
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The
Laura Emporium

# Local arts and Crafts # Meryle’s Café
# Gifts and Cookware # Knives

# Jams and Spreads # Pickles and Sauces
# Boiled Lollies # Antiques

# Funny Signs # Candles and Soaps
# Art Gallery # Shell Display

If we don’t have it you don’t need it!

Buying and selling antiques and household items
Shop 0473 656 807 or 0408 818 088
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Laura Community
Caravan Park News:

Although Simon and Naomi are on holidays as this report is being written,
our wonderful managers have been very busy as business is booming.
With the opening of Little Blessings Brewing we look forward to increased
patronage at the park.

Easter and The Laura Fair filled the park to capacity and it has continued
to be busy since.

Ken and Kathleen Shilling, with help from Mark and Jo Opram, have been
doing an excellent job of managing the park during Naomi and Simon’s
absence. We appreciate the support these 2 couples are giving to the
park.

However, we must not forget how important the volunteers are to the
running of our park. During April twenty people have been involved in
various chores including general clean up jobs, firewood cutting, digging
post holes and erecting poles for a shelter shed. Other tasks include
taking levels for our new ablution block pad, trimming trees and taking
rubbish away. There has also been an application for a grant from which
we were successful in gaining some funding to assist with the cost of the
ablution block. There is also dealing with compliance paperwork and much
more.

We have made a new connection to the mains water from North Terrace
and are most thankful to Wayne Palmer for the trenching that he has done
free of cost.

A tree was cut down and several trimmed to make way for our new
building by a very capable Tim Flannery. We are also grateful to Jim Lynch
for allowing us to dump the surplus rubbish at a site on his farm.

Barry Harvie

LOCAL bttt il
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Crystal Brook,
Laura, Gladstone
& Port Broughton

Service Plan

Now available

& |Health
Yorke and Northern
ta | Local Health Network

Service Planning for Crystal Brook and District Hospital, Laura and District
Hospital and Port Broughton District Hospital and Health Services.

The Service Plan for Crystal Brook, Laura, Gladstone and Port Broughton is now
available.

The 5 — 10-year Service Plan is a detailed blueprint for how the Yorke and
Northern Local Health Network will align and grow services to meet changing
community needs while making the most effective use of available and future
resources.

The plan provides information on the current and projected health needs of
Crystal Brook, Laura, Gladstone and Port Broughton (including hospital, Country
Health Connect and mental health services) and contains evidence-based service
models, outlining recommendations for service improvement to support the best
health outcomes for the community.

Some of the key priorities for the first year include: improving security in our
emergency departments and health services, improving our promotion of our
statewide telephone services, continuing to review our infrastructure to provide
safe accessible services, continuing to improve our staff accommodation,
improving our Transitional Care Package model of service and implementing
electronic medical records.

Thank you to everyone involved, including community members, who gave us
valuable feedback via a survey. Your feedback has been integral to understanding
the health needs important to the community.

We will update the community throughout the plan’s implementation.

The Laura Standard June 2024 Page 7




LITTLE BLESSINGS BREWING

38 Victoria Street, Laura

We are open and very grateful for the local support and enthusiasm!

Grab your friends and family, come and enjoy our beer garden while the sun still
shines.

Our opening hours are:
Thursday and Sunday 12- 8pm
Friday and Saturday 12- 10pm

We have rotating food trucks on weekends supplying a variety of delicious meals.
Thursdays and Fridays we serve a Beer ‘n’ Bites menu of simple finger food.
Beer, wine and spirits available.

Keep an eye on our Facebook page for special events and Food Truck offerings.

Ph: 0493 799 232
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Stone Hut Bakery, sellng quality pies and
sausage rolls, including the famous crocodile pie.

Try our gourmet pie range: Including Venison,
Y | crocodile or Seafood.

We sell the best pies in the universe.

Come and enjoy our walk in aviary and petting zoo.

Enjoy a bottle of wine and your fawurite pie in our Tranguil setting in
Stone Hut. Open Daily

1 Horrocks Hwy Stone Hut 5A 5480 Phone (08) 8663 2165

stonehutcottages®gmail .com |SToONEHUT
www.stonehutcottages. corn.ou T gﬂﬁ
ge= li !Fal:rhunl-:. |

SAND & METAL SUPPLIES

Free Delivery in Laura
or pick up from 11 Bristow St

Bobcat & Excavator Hire:
Trenching & Earthworks

Ph. Wayne: 0428 810 338 or Joel: 0457 846 033

GLADSTONE SYSTEMS N8

Call out IT service for the Southern Flinders * ' _—
Ranges e T
Fixing most household systems, Including - ' '
smart phones, local networks, smart devices and many others.

Find out more at: gladstonesystems.com or Call
Fil Kowalski on 0434068440
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WILSON CAR SALES IS RUNNING A PROMOTION

FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE WITH ANY VEHICLE
PURCHASE YOU'LL RECEIVE AB0" 4K ULTRA
HD GOOGLE TV

To explore our stock: https:/wilsoncarsales.com.au/

V6819963 e

CAR SALES

LAURA COMMUNITY GYM

RA || Providing an excellent opportunity for people of all ages to

Join the Gym now as a permanent member
Membership fees:
6 months $150, 12 months $200

Enquiries and application forms available from the Laura Post Office
or call Deb Palmer 0408 082 614.

Find us on:

facebook.

The Laura Standard June 2024 Page 10



LSRN SOUT
//; \://“” -‘\\\‘\ (I‘S‘\\.
s SN Come and see us
S ol \ \:‘
Ssugar s at the

Factori 1€/ Laura Markets
\\ \\i‘»\"/ / P

\ 30

Candles Diffusers Room Sprays Giits
Available to buy at the Laura Information Centre

Find us on Facebook

[ - ——

NOW AVAILABLE _

e Block Slashing
e Block Mowing

e Fork Lift -
lifts up t01.8T in
tight area access

e Mini Moves —
trailer/forklift/
tractor bucket

e Pressure Cleaning

Northern Areas/ Mount Remarkable/ Port Pirie Regional
Council Areas (other regions by negotiation)

e Martin Gilbert — 0418831007
e Lorraine Gilbert — 0417824739
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Artists and their Art Forms

This edition — a craft person and her use of technology.

Meet Pam Hogben, a retired teacher who lives in Beetaloo Valley. Her
passion is “preserving the memory” through the safe storage and utilisation
of photos, videos and audio files.

Pam started out as a scrapbooker, moving to digital scrapbooking,
enabling her to collect and keep not just photos with comments attached
but also video and audio memories.

Pam recalls the positive impact her virtual community had on her and
many others during COVID. Being home did not mean being alone. Her
community is worldwide and post COVID she regularly visits both
interstate and New Zealand friends. She even has a client in Montana
USA. “You can be anywhere and be connected. It has given me a strong
sense of family.”

The program she uses and highly recommends for her digital
scrapbooking is Artisan, having started with its predecessor StoryBook
Creator. She is a lead ambassador for FOREVER, the company who sells
and supports this software. In this role she provides support for 14
ambassadors across Australia and New Zealand. Due to her enthusiasm
in helping others to learn how to use Artisan, she set up and manages a
Facebook group enabling sharing ideas and techniques. She believes
Artisan is easy to learn in a community where everyone helps everyone
and gets excited about everyone’s achievements.

Her artistic abilities show through in her pages, books and even a blanket.
There are a few local people who join Pam for scrapbooking / digital
scrapbooking days and Pam is happy to see that group grow.

While chatting with Pam, she showed me some of her coffee table books
and spoke of joy they bring her grandchildren in particular.

If you are interested in learning more about [
Pam’s passion, please contact her on 0427 890 "
109 or you can easily find her on Facebook. g [
She just loves to talk about what she loves do- -

ing.
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Information about FOREVER provided by Pam.

FOREVER provides a purpose-built cloud specifically for keeping photos,
videos and audio files safe for future generations. Anyone can purchase
their own little bit of cloud and be confident that FOREVER will keep their
precious memories safe while in their care. She described how you can
use an app to sort the photos into albums and even add a story about
each photo. FOREVER storage can be purchased in small amounts of
10gb right up to very large amounts of 2T. Pam emphasized that anyone
who has precious photos on a mobile phone would benefit strongly from
having FOREVER storage for peace of mind. Once purchased the FOR-
EVER storage belongs to the purchaser and their family for at least 100
years after the death of the purchaser.
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Laura Markets

Open 9am - Ipm
Indoor and Outdoor stalls
Laura Memorial Civic Centre

2024 Market Dates:
Sat 6th July
Sat 7th Sept
Sat 2nd Nov

Sat7th Dec

Stallholder /market enquiries:
Nikki: 0410 459560

or Dan: 0434 371116
©) £
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S~ NORTHERN AREAS

ﬁ(}ﬂ COUNCIL

A Heartfelt Thank You to Our Incredible Volunteers!
Dear Volunteers,

On behalf of the Northern Areas Council, | am writing to express our
deepest gratitude to each and every one of you for your outstanding
dedication and invaluable contributions to our community. Your passion,
enthusiasm and unwavering commitment have truly made a difference and
we are incredibly grateful for all that you do.

Did you know that a remarkable 34% of residents in our region actively
volunteer their time and skills to various associations, clubs, events and
initiatives? This figure is not only impressive but also speaks volumes
about the exceptional spirit of generosity and community that thrives within
our region. In fact, it is twice the state average and higher than the national
average for volunteering in Australia! Your willingness to give back and
make a positive impact is truly inspiring.

Volunteers in our region span across a wide range of age groups, from
enthusiastic young individuals to seasoned community members. This
inclusivity is a testament to the strength and unity of our community-driven
movement. Regardless of age or background, each volunteer brings a
unique perspective and skillset, enriching the tapestry of our towns and
enhancing the quality of life for all residents.

Whether you are organising events, driving local initiatives or lending a
helping hand to those in need, your efforts do not go unnoticed. You are
the lifeblood of our communities and it is because of your dedication that
our region continues to thrive and prosper.

Thank you once again for your outstanding service and commitment.
Together, we are making a difference, one act of kindness at a time.

Kind Regards
Sue and the Northern Areas Team

Sue Scarman, Mayor

Northern Areas Council

Email sue.scarman@nacouncil.sa.gov.au
Phone: 0418 844 935
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Travelling Australia
A poem by Allen Heading

Australia is more than a sunburnt country, with lots of sweeping plains
I've seen her many faces from sandy desert to mountainous terrains
I've seen her raging rivers which can flow through every state

I've seen the heartbreak that occurs when drought has been her fate

The Kimberleys with escarpments towering painted red by the setting sun
The awesome gorges carved by rivers over centuries where they run
Crocodiles in abundance lie sunning on the shore

Or waiting in the water an unwary animal to catch, that’'s nature’s law

I've seen her wondrous rain forest from Cairns to Mission Beach
Swum in warm pristine waters where golden sands the ocean reach
I've marveled at the outback stretched from Longreach to Bourke
Where cattle by the thousands roam and giant cotton harvesters work

I've travelled in the Southern Alps where snow falls thick and white
Covering hills and valleys a wonderland of sheer delight

The rugged mountains give way to heavily timbered stands

Through farms where vines fruit and other crops grow on fertile lands

The southern coasts pounded constantly by unrelenting seas

The cliffs rising hundreds of feet topped by sturdy wind swept trees
The golden wheat and barley fields adjoining these rugged shores
Help form a part of this country’s far flung shores

Yes Australia is a place with more than sunburnt plains

As | travel her endless roads, | value the knowledge that | gain

If I could spend another lifetime along her highways and tracks

There would be places still where | would stay and keep on coming back.
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ELECTRICAL SERVICES

For all domestic, commercial
& industrial wiring, rewiring,
undergrounds, upgrades and
general electrical needs
including solar installation
& maintenance.

Phone Koby Nettle

0418 562 626

PO Box 84, Laura SA 5480

koby.nettle@Qoutlook.com =
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Ir___‘_f?__l’_f\'iaﬁion Centre

Laura Information Centre

Open Daily 10 - 4
Ph: 8663 2260

For all your local and state information,
maps and pamphlets

We also stock:
* Golden North Giant Twins

Arts & Crafts * Aromatics
Aprons & Tea Towels * Basketry
Beanies * Books
Candles * Dried Fruit
Dog Treats * Earrings
Greeting Cards * Glassware
Hats & Caps * QOlive Ol
Jams & Chutneys * Tote Bags

Stubby & Milk Carton Holders

Parents & Grandparents, did you know that we now
stock Australian Adventure Passports for children? After
purchasing, visit the website together to find which
outlets will stamp their passports during their travels all
over Australia. You can start right here in Laura!
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Thursday 16th July 2024 at Laura Golf Club
10.00am start
Team 4’s Ambrose competition

4 players ONLY per team

$100.00 per team & includes; Morning tea, Lunch & Afternoon Tea

Championship Event
Handicap Event
Long Drive (Ladies No 9 & 18 : Men No 7 & 16)

Nearest to the pin; Ladies No 1 & No 10
Men No 5 & No 14

Prize money for Hole in One
No 1 & No 10
No 5 & No 14

All proceeds to the Laura Community Development &
Tourism Association

Entries to Val Thomson by 14th July 2024 0427 771 558
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Art D Tree update, Coming along fine, meeting lots of helpful people.
| will need help setting up in the North Parklands on Friday 22" November
maybe 4 to 6 people.

On Saturday 23™ November to run the event for 4 hours about 10 people.
Sunday 24™ clean up maybe 2 hours.

If you wish to become involved, Please contact Gibba on 0435587659
Thank you

Long Live Trees

| Painter Da
0434 371116

BLD225910

BUILD

BLD: 254571
% Carpentry & Joinery % Building & Renovating
% Roofing & Sheds % Garages & Carports

% Concreting & Formwork % Bobcat & Roller Hire

0457 846 033 LAURA SA
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Finding a Justice of the Peace:
Jon Hawkins-Clarke 0417 849 441

James Heaslip 0408 635 001
Geoff Lange 0427 632 334
David Medlow Smith 0403 035 231
Lynette Pech 0418 892 131
John Stevens 8663 2303

Jodie Zwar 0457 745 586

Deadline dates for
The Laura Standard:

The Newsletter team, together with the LCDTA wish to o, e Je
thank all contributors for their newsletter articles and L2l = H™ S [J& )
advertising.

In 2024 please continue to forward your articles in a word document, font set at
Arial, size 11 with photos attached in jpeg format, along with a logo if required to
Icdta5480@gmail.com by 5pm on the

following dates:

** July 26th 2024 ** September 20th 2024 ** November 22nd 2024 **

Contacts: r/ 3
e Council Office Jamestown 8664 1139, 1300 664 108 /
(Please Note: The 1300 number is only NORTHERN

available for landlines) R

Council Office Gladstone 8662 2018

Council’s After Hours mobile number 0488999808

Dog Control Mick Tobin 0499 651 990

NAC Fire Prevention Officer Tim Zander, 8664 1139

Mayor Sue Scarman 0418 844 935 or

sue.scarman@nacouncil.sa.gov.au

o Deputy Mayor Denise Higgins 0428 222 610 or
denise.higgins@nacouncil.sa.gov.au

e Councillor John Barberien 0418 804 416 or

john.barberien@nacouncil.sa.gov.au
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Laura Community Development & Tourism Association Inc.
PO Box 149 Laura SA 5480 www.laurasa.com.au

Chairman: Gerald Higgins 0431 754 429
Secretary: Darren Pech 0429 705 520
Laura Standard Editor: Laura Standard Committee

Reports, articles and advertising for the Laura Standard can be
submitted by email to lcdta5480@gmail.com

Receiving articles, photos and logos electronically assists in the
production of the newsletter.

Advertising and Articles: Contact: Wayne Gifford on 0419 816 976.

Bronwyn Weston on 0438 635 061

As an incentive for supporting The Laura Standard with your
advertisements you will receive your 6th advertisement free of charge.

Please Note:

If you know of someone who unfortunately hasn't received a copy of
The Laura Standard, extra copies are available from the
Laura Information Centre.

This edition as well as all previous editions can be viewed,
downloaded and printed in colour by visiting www.laurasa.com.au and
clicking ‘News’

Please keep articles short and concise as room is limited.

This is a community publication. Views expressed are not necessarily those
of the Association. The Editor reserves the right to edit or refuse
articles.

Laura Standard Advertising Latest time to submit articles

Fees: . L
for inclusion in the August 2024

Full Page || 1/2 Page 1/3 Page

H19.35cm | H9.6cm x ||H 6.32cm x edition of The Laura Standard is
X 12.75cm 12.75cm 12.75cm ]

$40.00 $25.00 $15.00 5pm Friday July 26th , 2024.
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In Everything Give Thanks

When | was a kid, one of my dad’s good friends would visit from time

to time. | called him Uncle Clem. He never married, had a good job on

the wharfs at Pt. Adelaide, and spent his money taking trips overseas.

So each time he came to dinner (especially at Christmas) he would

arrive bearing gifts for us, and me, souvenirs from his latest overseas jaunt, along
with tall tales and true of his adventures. It all seemed to me - being the child of a
working class family - very exotic, even if they were mostly about England.

So | always looked forward to his visits, knowing that | would get something out of
it; another story to fire my imagination, and a present. My appreciation knew no
bounds.

It took a few years of growing up for me to understand that there was somebody
behind these gifts, someone who had paid a price for them, out of love for me and
my family. | came to realise that his love for us was the gift, and the souvenirs
were tangible evidence of that love. It took me even longer to understand that he
himself was the most precious gift of all.

| had a lot of growing up to do, from a child who simply accepted the gifts without
question, and politely said the ‘magic words,” (you know the ones - “Thank you.”)
to being open to heartfelt gratitude for his simply being my uncle.

This understanding has grown in me to encompass all that | experience and see
around me. Here in the country we have a lot to be thankful for in our
surroundings. Here we are closer to the natural wonders than our city cousins.
And | have found that constantly giving thanks to the one who has gifted us for
even our lives, is a joy, and brings its own rewards in wellbeing and hope, that
gets us through the tough times.

Uncle Clem gave me tangible gifts, as well as a vision for travel into unknown
places, new experiences, that | could aspire to. He gave me hope.

God has graciously and freely given us this amazing world as a gift. Everything
we have and are has been paid at the cost of Jesus, his Son’s life. Getting to
know him is the greatest privilege | know.

Having lived in this neck of the woods for some years now, and receiving God’s
gifts of kangaroos in the local park, and flocks of galahs at sunrise, and paddocks
of canola, when anyone asks me why | believe in God, my answer is, “Well, for
one thing, | just want to have someone to thank for all this.” With thanks and
blessings,

The Rev’d. Sr. Sandra Sears CSBC
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